Scouting and Threshold
Scout each field every
7-10 days from early July
until early September or
until the crop is well into
the R6 stage of soybeans.
Scout fields more frequently
(every 3-4 days) as aphid
populations approach the
threshold. Look at 20-30
random plants across the
field. Avoid field edges.
Estimate the average
number of aphids per
plant in that field.

Soybean aphids are usually most abundant
on the underside of the leaves. Aphids move
very slowly on the leaves.

A minimum of two field visits is required to
confirm that aphid populations are increasing.



Take action if populations are actively
increasing above 250 aphids per plant
on 80% of the plants from the R1 up to
and including the R5 stage of soybeans.

Close-up of a soybean aphid
Note the black tipped
cornicles (tailpipes)

R5

R5: Beginning Pod
Seed is only 3 mm long within
the upper pods of the plant.
R6: Full Seed
Seeds in the top pods of the plant
are large, filling the pod cavity.

R6
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Here are examples
of aphid colonies
on a LEAFLET.
Estimate the
number of aphids
on the entire
PLANT by counting
the number of
aphids on each
leaflet.
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R1: Beginning Bloom
One open flower on any
node of the plant.

Photo by: Wolfgang Hoffmann

Key Soybean Growth Stages

Photo by: Wolfgang Hoffmann

More aphids per plant are needed once soybeans
are in the R6 stage. Beyond the R6 stage, economic
return from any insecticide application is not likely.

CYAN
175lpi @105°
YELLOW
175lpi @90°

MAGENTA
175lpi @75°
BLACK
175lpi @45°
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Potato
leafhopper
nymph

 Potato leafhopper
nymphs move sideways
when disturbed while
soybean aphids stay still.

Lady
Beetles

Usually found on the lower
leaves of the plant.Tail-like
appendage tucks under body
to help it spring off of the
plant when disturbed unlike
aphids which stay still.


Seven Spotted

Springtail

Multi-coloured
Asian

Coleomegilla
maculata

Fourteen Spotted

Lady Beetle Larva

When soybean aphid populations are not actively
increasing above 250 aphids per plant, this is an
indication that natural enemies are keeping up with the
aphid population. Do not use an insecticide in this case
as it will kill the natural enemies and enable the aphid
population to increase above threshold.

 Found on the underside
of the leaves.Very slender,
cigar shaped compared to
aphids. Move quickly.
Thrip

A

A

Cast Skin - Aphids shed
their skin as they grow.

B
B

Wingless Adult

Soybean aphids tend to be greenish-yellow in
colour for most of the season but can turn a very
pale yellow to white during the later R stages of
soybeans.
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Soybean aphids establish colonies of winged
adults, wingless adults and nymphs.

Minute Pirate Bug Adult

Minute Pirate Bug Nymph

Aphid killed by
parasitic wasp

Aphids killed by
fungal pathogen

Syrphid Larva

CYAN
175lpi @105°
YELLOW
175lpi @90°

Other
Beneficials
MAGENTA
175lpi @75°
BLACK
175lpi @45°

Scouting and Threshold
Scout each field every
7-10 days from early July
until early September or
until the crop is well into
the R6 stage of soybeans.
Scout fields more frequently
(every 3-4 days) as aphid
populations approach the
threshold. Look at 20-30
random plants across the
field. Avoid field edges.
Estimate the average
number of aphids per
plant in that field.

Soybean aphids are usually most abundant
on the underside of the leaves. Aphids move
very slowly on the leaves.

A minimum of two field visits is required to
confirm that aphid populations are increasing.



Take action if populations are actively
increasing above 250 aphids per plant
on 80% of the plants from the R1 up to
and including the R5 stage of soybeans.

Close-up of a soybean aphid
Note the black tipped
cornicles (tailpipes)

R5

R5: Beginning Pod
Seed is only 3 mm long within
the upper pods of the plant.
R6: Full Seed
Seeds in the top pods of the plant
are large, filling the pod cavity.

R6
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Here are examples
of aphid colonies
on a LEAFLET.
Estimate the
number of aphids
on the entire
PLANT by counting
the number of
aphids on each
leaflet.
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R1: Beginning Bloom
One open flower on any
node of the plant.

Photo by: Wolfgang Hoffmann

Key Soybean Growth Stages

Photo by: Wolfgang Hoffmann

More aphids per plant are needed once soybeans
are in the R6 stage. Beyond the R6 stage, economic
return from any insecticide application is not likely.

CYAN
175lpi @105°
YELLOW
175lpi @90°

MAGENTA
175lpi @75°
BLACK
175lpi @45°
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